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The Columbia Regional Business Report is pleased to present an amazing group of women: our 2018 Women of 
Influence. All these women are committed to setting new standards in their professions and to making the Midlands 

a better place. The 22 honorees were nominated by you, our readers, and selected by a panel of judges. Every 
nominee received was outstanding; our community is very lucky they make Columbia home. 

New this year: We will be honoring the Women of Influence at a luncheon on Aug. 9. Please join us!  
For details, check the events section at columbiabusinessreport.com. 
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City of birth:  Greenville
Education: B.A., University of South Carolina; M.A. Columbia College; 
J.D., University of South Carolina School of Law
My job:  Attorney

The best thing about my job: Whatever work I’m doing, whether it 
be defending against complex litigation or providing legal advice to 
individuals and businesses, I enjoy helping my clients solve problems 
or reach their goals.

Community involvement: I have served on the board of directors 
of Very Special Arts of South Carolina, Midlands Mediation Center, 
League of Women Voters of South Carolina, League of Women Voters of 
Columbia, Congaree Riverkeeper and South Carolina Wildlife Federation.

Something I wish I’d known earlier in my career: When I was 34 years old, I had enjoyed a successful 12-year 
career in state and local government, but decided to leave that career path behind and go to law school. At the time, it 
was scary to make such a big career change, and there were not a whole lot of role models to help guide me. But it all 
worked out. I wish I had known earlier in my career to embrace an experimental attitude in finding a fulfilling career. 
Follow what interests you.

Advice to other women: Always take the time to mentor others in your field.

A woman who had a major influence on my life: My mother, who taught me how important it is for women to be 
self-sufficient.

Mullen Taylor

“The big question is whether you are going to be able 
to say a hearty yes to your adventure.”

— Joseph Campbell

City of birth:  Georgetown, D.C.
My job:  Owner and president of Cool Care Heating & Air

The best thing about my job: I am blessed with the opportunity to 
reach and interact with a wide range of people from homeowners to 
business owners. Being able to interact, advise, learn and be a part 
of a variety of groups is the best part of my job because not only am I 
able to give back, but I am personally enriched by my experience with 
each person. It’s helped me grow in personal and professional ways I 
couldn’t imagine. 

Community involvement: Cool Care has been members of the 
Gamecock Club for over 10 years. We are Rotarians. For the past 
seven years, I have organized a Cool Care Food Drive, Give-a-can, 

if-you-Can. In the fall of 2017, we donated over 1,700 pounds of food to Harvest Hope. Our goal is to be better each 
year. In 2015, Cool Care donated and installed six complete HVAC systems for S.C. families devastated by the 100-year 
flood. We are community partners with Riverbanks Zoo and the S.C. State Museum.  We support local school sporting 
programs in both the private and public sector. This year we established our “COMFORT for HEROES” campaign. We 
will be donating one complete HVAC system to a first responder’s family in need and one complete HVAC system to a 
veteran’s family in need.

Something I wish I’d known earlier in my career: My value.

Advice to other women: Worry less, care less about what others think of you, trust your instincts and know your 
value.

A woman who had a major influence on my life: Mary Wardlaw, my mother-in-love.

Teresa Wardlaw 

“If you judge people, you have no time to 
love them.”

— Mother Theresa
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